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Whatever Happened to Worldliness, Part Two

A command to be different, 2 Cor 6:14-7:1

Don’t be yoked with unbelievers, 6:14

Most think this has reference to Deuteronomy 22:10

What was a “yoke” ?

A shaped wooden bar placed across the neck of two oxen
and connected by a beam to a plow or a cart.* A yoke is a
wooden frame or bar with loops at either end, fitted around
the necks of two animals, which tied them together and
forced them to function as one. The literal use of this word
is infrequent in Scripture, most often used as a symbol of
slavery or oppression. It can also be used as a graphic
symbol of close alliance or union.

When those in Paul's day heard and pictured this warning,
they saw it more vividly than we do now. The average man
in Paul's time couldn't afford a matched set of oxen and had
to buy them one at atime. For a season or two he had to
endure, with sweat stinging his eyes, the frustration of
trying to plow a straight furrow through a rocky field with
the older larger ox invariably pulling the unmatched pair in
circles.?

The ox and the donkey are two different kinds of animals.
Because of their different leg lengths, the ox and the donkey
walk differently with their strides and paces.

The ox is much stronger than the donkey.

The ox and donkey think, act, and work differently.

The donkey eats a certain weed that makes the ox nauseous
if it eats it.

The unequal yoke causes the animals to get wounds where
the yoke rubs them wrongly.

The unequal yoke makes the furrow crooked rather than
straight, causing the plowman to work extra hard to keep
the plow and animals in line.

The Law reflects that it is cruel to yoke together two things
of incompatible natures. This is what Paul has in mind here.
What he is saying is there are certain associations that
Christians have with unbelievers that constitute a yoke, and
these associations are a cause for misery and shame in a
Christian's life. We are to avoid them. They will hinder us,
limit us, bind us, and keep us from enjoying the fullness
God has in mind for us. They are like trying to mix oil and
water. It is impossible. You can see this by the illustrations
he uses.

L ISBE, vol 4, Yoke pp. 1164, 1165.
2 http://www.pbc.org/files/html/17977_week505.html



The great unanswered question is, "What is a yoke?" Is a business partnership a yoke? Is
a union membership a yoke? Is marriage a yoke? Is a date with a non-Christian a yoke?
Not all associations are yokes, but yokes have two characteristics by which we can
always identify them.

The first one is that a yoke is noeasily broken It is a kind of long-term relationship.
When you yoke two animals together they are bound together; they do not have any
choice. Uncomfortable as it may be, they must do things together.

The second mark of a yoke is that it constrains someongit does not permit independent
action.




There is something that forces you to comply with
what the other one wants to do, whether you like it
or not. Any kind of relationship that does not permit
a believer to follow his or her Lord in all things is a
yoke. Even a friendship can be a yoke. If it is the
kind of possessive friendship in which you feel you
cannot do what God wants you to do because you
will offend your friend, then that is a yoke, and it
must be broken.’

The principle adapted and applied by Paul with the purpose of
emphasizing the incongruity of believers being paired with
unbelievers.

Paul is saying that there is a radical division between those who
are in Christ and those who are not. There is a difference
between people of the world and people of Christ.

The Ox and the donkey can graze together, but they cannot work
together (cooperate in Christ centered endeavors).

What this does not mean

This does not mean that Christians are to have no contact with or
to be isolated from the non-Christian, please note 1 Corinthians
5:10. Christians are to be salt and light in a world dominated by
the evil one, Matthew 6:?7?

This does not mean that Christians are to plan to be weird, 1 Cor
9:20-23. Christians can adapt methods as long as there is no
compromise of message. When in Rome, do as the Romans do, as
long as to do so would not weaken biblical convictions.

Likcacanoe “ 1| et him who stands take h

What it does mean is that Christians should not haveng-term or
permanentrelationships that constrain their freedom to please Jesus
Christ.

.t here are certain associations tha
unbelievers that constitute a yoke, and these associations are a

cause for misery and shame in a Christian’s life. We are to avoid

them. They will hinder, limit, bind, and keep from enjoying the

fullness God has in mind. They are like trying to mix oil and

water. It is impossible.

Marriage to an unbeliever

Dating or going steady with an unbeliever

® http://www.raystedman.org/power/0917.html



Equal business partner with an unbeliever

Long term or short term fraternizing relationships with the world
in any way.

Friends, internet chat friends, school buddies.

Secular education which excludes God

Enjoying legitimate pleasurest hat God just i sn’t

Do come out from among them, 1 Cor 6:17

Donodt Cc 0 n tuhderdhe influencebfith& veorld and its
thinking.

Stop being immersed by the culture of the day. Put some guards
around your life so you are changing behavior.

Put some guard dogs in your life.

Most Christians in 21 Century Western Culture are no different
statistically than unbelievers

Divorce rate

Pregnancy rate outside of marriage

Debitrate®* over spent on credit cards”
TV programs they watch.
Do purify yourselves, 1 Cor 7:1

The goal iscleanlinessthat leads to Godliness
Delos&#d yoursel f .
You candt | ufotgivesrey, AHAO God,

You have to understand that you musseewhere thecontamination is
coming from, and do what is necessary to keep it fromoming back

So what

Worldliness and its attendant associations will hinder,
limit, bind, and keep from enjoying the fullness God has in
mind.



Youodr e @amaBoyimtige middle of the Grand Canyon, Eating
candy sitting at agourmet feast, wading in a puddle when you could
be swimming in the ockfamér qallte hapeyn
murdered anybody, robbed a bank, c¢commi

If you persist in this, it shows that you are not a genuine
believer.

If anyone loves the world, the love of the father is not in him.
How can I fix that?

What are several things |/ we could sho
to fide-loused yourselves?

If we had a nurse here today and that person said on theay out of
the auditorium, you have head | ice, yo



