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Poor “Ark”eology 

  

My Questions  

Who are the Philistines? Was it wrong to send the Ark to Battle? Exactly how great were 

the battle losses? 

The Philistines : ISBE vol 3 p. 842. Josh 13:2 Judges 3:1-3 

BACKGROUND 

Davis, Ralph  

The focus of the chapter is the Ark of the covenant, mentioned 12 times.. 

Chapter 1-3 introduces Samuel, a Godly leader and the one who prepares the way for 

David. Chapters  4-6 give us a secondary reason for David to emerge, the Philistine emergency.  

Chapter four reports the massive, complete defeat of Israel. The widow has it right, the glory is 

departed. 

4:1 

Davi s Ralph  

The battle goes badly, The Lord was active in this battle but in the “wrong” way. The 

elders ask, “Why did the Lord bring defeat?” But  they don’ ponder a biblical answer, Leviticus 

26:17 or Deut 28:25 (
 17 

I will set my face against you so that you will be defeated by your 

enemies; those who hate you will rule over you, and you will flee even when no one is pursuing 

you. Lev 26:17) (
25 

The LORD will cause you to be defeated before your enemies. You will come 

at them from one direction but flee from them in seven, and you will become a thing of horror to 

all the kingdoms on earth. 
 26 

Your carcasses will be food for all the birds of the air and the beasts 

of the earth, and there will be no one to frighten them away, Deut 28:25) But they answered too 

quickly in v 4:3b. 
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Poor “Ark”eology 

From Samuel to not Samuel 

Num 10:33; Josh 3:11; Josh 6:7,-8, 13 

Bad news 

Defeat 2x, loss of Ark, Death of Leadership 

Israel is defeated, The Lord is seen to be weak, 

Israel must be purged of poor leadership 

Israel must be prepared for future hope. 

Even though Israel cannot now see it. 

Scene shifts from the Sanctuary to the Battlefield 

From hope to defeat 

From Samuel to the Ark 

Samuel not mentioned again until 7 

In chapter 4 the word ñarkò is used 12 times. 

The story 

The first defeat, 4:1b-3 

The report 

The Philistines were an emerging powerful nation that would harass 

Israel for years. 

The theological explanation, v 3 

The right question 
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It wasn’t a matter of strength vs. strength. 

It was a matter of theological import 

The wrong answer 

They should have considered Leviticus 26:17 and Deut 
28:25. 

(
 17 

I will set my face against you so that you will be defeated by your enemies; those who 

hate you will rule over you, and you will flee even when no one is pursuing you. Lev 26:17) (
25 

The LORD will cause you to be defeated before your enemies. You will come at them from one 

direction but flee from them in seven, and you will become a thing of horror to all the kingdoms 

on earth. 
 26 

Your carcasses will be food for all the birds of the air and the beasts of the earth, and 

there will be no one to frighten them away, Deut 28:25) 

They do refocus on “God as they have come to know him” 

Ark was a symbol of Godôs presence, Godôs words 
and Godôs forgiveness. 

Israel sees it as a divine ñrabbitôs foot,ò Possibly 
misunderstanding the theology of Numbers 10:35. 
They try to manipulate God. 

The ñfetchingò of the Ark, 4:4-9 

The report, v 4 

The response of Israel, v 5 

The response of the Philistines, 6-9 

The second defeat, 4:10-11 

Worse than the first 

Lost 30,000 soldiers 

Lost the Ark 

Lost the Priests 

The bad news travels fast, 12-21 

Town hears the news, 4:12-13 

Eli hears the news, 4:14-17 

Eli dies, Israel has no leader, 18. 

The symbolic picture, 19-22 

All is hopeless 



 5 

So what? 

Israel is hopeless, God has lost the battle. 

Buté 

God is not weak, 1 Sam 5 and 6. 

God is fulfilling  his promise 

God, in his mercy, is relieving Israel of failed priests; 1 Sam 

2:34-36; 1 Sam 3:12-13 

God is teaching Israel who he is. 

God wonôt compromise his character for his peopleôs sake. 

Israel needs to learn 

Either God has failed  

Or they have failed 

 Suppose you drift from the Lord, and go out and rack up many thousands of dollars in 

debt.  You lose your job and are about to lose your home. You pray, call out to God, and he . . .  

allows you to lose your home and credit. 

God doesn’t always bail you and me out of dilemmas we’ve created or found ourselves in. 

Sometimes he has bigger lessons to teach you and others. 

They have failed to understand him. 

Many of God’s people thought, “God has failed.” 

God will allow you to be disappointed with him so you might 
learn about him, 1 Sam 7:2 

God is preparing Israel for future leadership 

God works 

When Israel has no leader 

When things look like failure 

When it looks like he is not at work 

God works on his timetable, in his ways, for his glory. 


