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A Story of Contrasts--The Demise of One Leader and the 
Development of Another 

1 Samuel 2:12-36 

HOMEWORK 

For 2:12-2:36, study the sig of ephod, minister, 2:11, 2:18, 2:26, 3:1, contempt, 2:17; honor 

sons, scorm 2:29 
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A Story of Contrasts--The Demise of One Leader and the 
Development of Another 

1 Samuel 2:12-36 

Eli and his wicked sons 

Samuel’s growth 

Eli and His wicked sons 

Hannahôs Prayer spoke of the arrogant (3), the mighty (4), the wicked 
(9), and those who oppose the Lord (10). 

They are found, not in Canaan or Philistia, but in the priests of 
Israel. 

Hophni and Phinnehasô failures 

Wicked men who did not know the LORD, v 12 

They greedily took more than they had coming, 2:13, 14, cf. 

Lev 7:28-36. 

They greedily demanded raw portions of meat with fat 

dedicated to the Lord from worshippers, 2:15-16. 

They favored greed over teaching godliness. 

They committed sexual immorality, 2:22, cf. Ex 38:8. 

They favored women over serving Godôs flock. 

These were grievous sins in the eyes of the Lord, 2:17, 29, 30. 

Eliôs failure,  

Only verbal rebuke 2:22-25 

Honoring sons more than God, 2:29, 30 

Failure to restrain his sons, 3:13 

Godôs rebuke, 2:27-36 

Eli and his sons treat with contempt a wonderful opportunity, 
2:27-29 

God had graciously allowed them to minister as priests, 27-28 

They despised and neglected this wonderful opportunity, 29 

ñétreating the Lordôs offering with contempt,ò 2:17 

ñWhy do you scorn my sacrifice and offeringé Why do 

you honor your sons more than me,ò 2:29 

ñéthose who despise me will be disdained,ò 2:30 

Their family will pay the price 
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Shortened and sorrowful lifespan, 22:30-33 

Humbled heartache, 2:36 

Tragic death of his sons, 2:34 

Samuelôs growth 

V 11 

V 18 

V 26, cf. Luke 2:52 

3:1 

So what? 

You can’t outgive the Lord. 

God does reward humble, sacrificial giving, 2:20-21. 

You must love God more than family. 

Eli only verbally rebuked his boys. 

He honored his sons more than God, 2:29 cf. 2:30b. 

He never restrained his sons (3:13) and had the authority to do so, 4:18. 

Everyone knew the contempt Hophni and Phinehas held for the worship and worshipers of Yahweh (vv. 13—17) 

their sexual exploits were common scandal (vv. 22—25). Yet still they served as priests of Yahweh. Eli did nothing. 

“You honor your sons above me.” Sweet reasonableness really smells. There is truth here even for the individual 

believer. This prophecy against Eli emphasizes that you can end up in grave sin by thinking it very important to be nice 

to people. How easy it is to practice a gutless compassion that never wants to offend anyone, that equates niceness with 

love and thereby ignores God’s law and essentially despises his holiness. We do not necessarily seek God’s honor 

when we spare human feelings.
1
 

You need to see God’s quiet work. 

This passage clearly contrasts Samuel and Eli and his sons. 

God was quietly, slowly growing a godly leader. 

You need to see that in God’s justice to Eli’s family, he was being merciful to 

his people. 

Eli would be judged and in that, God would be merciful to Israel in raising 

Samuel and others. 

 

                                                           
1
 D. R. Davis, Looking on the Heart, p. 37. Many ideas above have come from Davis. 


