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The Making of a Disciple: Understanding The Nature of 
Genuine Faith 

Luke 14:1-24 

In the midst of great scrutiny, Christ taught great lessons. These 
are the value systems for Christ and his kingdom.  

Ministry is more important than traditions, 1-6. 

Humility is more important than prestige, 7-11. 

Eternal values are more important than temporal rewards, 12-14. 

Jesus Christ gives a great invitation, 15-24 

You are thinking, “I’m going to eat at that great feast,” v 15. 

You will be there only if you respond to what I just told you, 16-24. 

Jesus Christ is not telling people to believe. 

The right kind of faith in the right Jesus Christ is what saves. 

But, just as there are birds that cannot fly, so there is a faith that 
cannot save. 

HE is showing them what genuine faith would do. 

Luke 19:1-10 

The word “faith” is mysteriously absent, but it is clear 
Zacchaeus is saved! 

Ephesians 2:8-10. 

2 Cor 5:17 

This is how you know you are saved: Ministry has become more 
important than tradition 

Humility is more important than status and prestige and passion 

Eternal values are more important than temporal ones. 

Christianity is not perfection, but it is transformation. 

The rich man, according to social norms of the day, invites wealthy 

people and people of status to his banquet, 16, 17. 

Instead of receiving the approval of acceptance, he is rejected, 18-20. 
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These guests all said they’d come and now… Their refusal is 
“the effect of the host’s defamation.” He has been vilified by 
his guests. This is a negative social misfortune. He has been 
humiliated galled, slapped in the face socially. 

Who needs these people? They are fickle, inconsiderate 
manipulating slobs. In the midst of this social tragedy, this 
person comes to understand reality. I will now repudiate my 
social status, I’ll repudiate all that I value, I’ll give to people 
who really need it. 

The host then repudiates the need for his peers. Now he seems to get the 

point that social status is not the point, 21-24. 

He burnt bridges with his past value system that day, Phil 3:7! 

This is repentance, v 24. 

The things he valued he repudiates, the things he repudiated he now 
valued. Only the spirit of God can make somebody love what he or 
she hated and hate what he or she love.  It is called ñregeneration.ò 

Luke 14:25-35 

Jesus teaches further on this subject. 

The word “disciple” can have several variations in the gospels. 

One who follows with little commitment. 

See and read carefully John 6:61-66. 

It can specifically refer to the 12 apostles, Matthew 10:1; 11:1. 

It can mean one who has become a serious follower of Jesus Christ, it 

can mean a genuine Christian in contrast to those who have spurious 

faith. 

What is characteristic of genuine faith? 

It loves Christ more than family, 14:26. 

It willingly says ñyesò to a life of hardship and suffering, v 27. 

Stop and think about this, 14:28-30 

You want the miracles, but don’t want the cross. 

You can’t ponder forever, 14:31-32. 

It is like Paulôs in Phil 3:7-11 

Some people want to be saved from hell, but don’t want to 
become new creatures in Christ. 
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Jesus is saying, you can’t have it that way. Jesus is saying 
exactly the same thing Paul is saying in Phil 3! 

Jesus Christ is GOOD to patiently teach the same lesson from a creatively 

different perspective, cf. 13:23, 24ff. 

Jesus Christ is challenging genuine disciples to keep growing in these areas. 

Jesus Christ is challenging spurious believers to evaluate their lives. 

What about you? 

Sit down and consider… 

Todayé Oh lord, I need to reaffirm a commitment to the Value systems 

of my Lord Jesus Christ. 

Ministry is more important than traditions, 1-6. 

Humility is more important than prestige, 7-11. 

Eternal values are more important than temporal rewards, 12-14. 

Genuine Christianity loves Christ more than family, 14:26. 

Genuine Christianity says ñyesò to a life of hardship and suffering, v 
27. 

My faith has been miles away from that kind of faith. 


