Edited = 7, Today’s Date: September 9, 2007, Created date: 9/7/2007 10:42:00 AM
David R. Webb
C:\Users\Rob\Desktop\Church\090907 PM.doc

Bringing Up Junior
Sunday, September 9, 2007
Ephesians 6:1-4
Parents are often frustrated with their children.

What is the basic verse for raising children? Ephesians 6:4

Ephesians 6:1-3
Children can understand obedience.
Children...

God expects children to obey, you should too!

...obey your parents
Not“ ki ds wi | | be kids."”
Not “Ilt’'s just a stage he’'s going through.”
Not “the terrible two’'s and three’s”
Not “Johnny’s tired, he can’t help it."”
Not “Junior’s got his father’s temperament.”’

God’s command is always God’s enablement.
Children need to see the reward in obedience.

...which is the first commandment with a promise— 3 “that it may go well with you
and that you may enjoy long life on the earth.”

Obedience needs to be attractive. Children should not be made to obey simply out of

fear of punishment. Children should be encouraged to obey out of promise of reward
as well.

Paul expected children to be listening in the worship service.

You need too, as well.

2 Chronicles 20: 5, 13.

Then Jehoshaphat stood up in the assembly of Judah and Jerusalem at the temple of the LORD in the front

of the new courtyard...All the men of Judah, with their wives and children and little onesstood there before
the LORD.

Nehemiah 8:2-3



So on the first day of the seventh month Ezra the priest brought the Law before the assembly, which was
made up of men and women and all who were able to understaritHe read it aloud from daybreak till noon as
he faced the square before the Water Gate in the presence of the men, women and others who could understand.
And all the people listened attentively to the Book of the Law. *

Ephesians 6:4
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Throughout Scripture, Bible pictures man as one who leads home and child training.
Mother must be involved, obviously (see 1 Timothy 5:14), but dad is primarily the one
in charge.

See also 1 Timothy 3:5,8; Deuteronomy 6:4.
If you have children, you must be with them.
I f you have children, you must be with them
édo not exasperate your childrené
How do fathers and mothers exasperate their children?
Some ways fathers and mothers provoke their children.
Adapted fromL o u P r TheoHeart®fsAnger.

Lack of marital harmony

Genesis 2:24; Hebrews 12:15
Establishing a child-centered home

Proverbs 29:15
The rod of correction imparts wisdom, but a child left to himself disgraces his mother.
Some marks of a child-centered home

Interrupt adults when they speak
Dictate family schedule
Take precedence over needs of spouse
Have equal or overriding vote in decision making —matters
Demand excessive time and attention from parents
Escape the consequences of sinful behavior
Speak to parents as peers
Some marks of a God-centered home
Cheerfully obey parents the first time
Understand they will not always get their way

To work their schedule around the parents’ schedule.

The New International VersiotGrand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House) 1984.



Have input on family decisions but not necessarily an equal
vote

Understand parents have responsibilities other than meeting
the child’s needs and wants.

Honor parents as authorities
Not be more intimate with parents than spouse
Fulfill household chores
Modeling sinful anger
Proverbs 22:24, 25
Disciplining in uncontrolled anger
Psalm 38:1; Eph 4:26, 27
Where anger is present, sin is close at the door.

By violating the third rule of communication, Eph 4:29

Scolding.

“Rapidly spoken censure and protest in exhibit of strong feeling”
Shouting, raising your voice in angry tones
Proverbs 15:1
By having a double standard
Phil 4:9
Do as | say, not as | do
By being legalistic
Not distinguishing between cl ear
(Matthew 15:1-9)
Biblical Rules
Do not lie.
Do not steal.
Do not commit fornication.
Do go to church.
House Rules.
In bed by 9:30
Eat your veggies.
Put your shoes in the bedroom.
No make-up until 16 years old.

House rules can be appealed to, God’s rules, never.
Not admitting when you are wrong
Matthew 5:23, 24; Matthew 7:2
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Not hearing your children, not giving them time to talk

James 1:19; Proverbs 18:3.
Constant faultfinding, failing to praise

Matthew 7:1.

Eph 4:29

Hebrews 3:13

Find your kids doing something right and praise them for it daily.

So what?



