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Pillars of Truth: The Fall of Man 

Genesis 3 

Genesis 3 is a paradigm of temptation 

Would you overcome sin and temptation in your life? 

Would you have victory over besetting sins in your life? 

Define sin 

Sin is a violation of God’s revealed will or his character 

You find these things in the Bible 

Understanding the mechanics of sin 

Most sin initially comes to us subtlety, 3:1a 

There usually some slyness, some craftiness, some slick presentation to the mind 

from the source of temptation 

The barkers at the carnival, step right up and show everybody how strong you 

are… 

Most sin starts with a question about God’s words, 3:1b 

What did God really say?  

Satan didn’t deny God’s words, he just got Eve to question them. 

“Really, can it be possible that God won’t let you…” 

You better know God’s words. See our Lord’s response in his temptation: It is 

written, Matthew 4:1-11. 

There is often an appeal to pride using flattery. 

Eve, would you help me, I’m not sure I have it right. 

Eve believed she was capable of judging for herself whether or not God was 

right or wrong. 

In flattery, there is a distorted response that narrows Godôs restriction, 3:2 
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Here is what God said: Genesis 2:17 

Hereôs what I now think God means, 3:3 

“You can’t touch it” was not part of the command 

In her thinking, she added something that wasnôt there. 

No sex outside of marriage 

God doesnôt want us to have any fun, God is withholding ñfunò from us, heôs 
making us wait 

Christians ought to marry Christian people 

God doesnôt want me to be happy, heôs withhold from me someone I love. 

Christians ought to tell the truth 

If I tell the truth, I might be embarrassed and shame might come upon God. 

I should leave vengeance to the Lord 

But it would be satisfying and only fair to get even with him 

Bitterness 

That’s not what God said, but that’s what I think God meant. 

Do you ever ignore a yellow traffic signal? 

Sin goes quickly from questioning God’s words to outright denial, 3:4. 

Deny Godôs words 

There will be no consequences. You can get away with this. Everybody is doing 

it. How could so many people who enjoy this be so wrong? You deserve this.  

Ignore Godôs words, forget Godôs words 

I know what God said, but in the moment I choose not to remember God’s 

words. 

Do you ever ignore a yellow traffic signal? 

Sin is always an attack on the character of God, 3:5. 

Certainly you canôt find your greatest joy in obedience to your creator. 

You want the advertised pleasures of sin more than you want the pleasure of 

pleasing your creator. Pleasing your creator isn’t worth it. 

God is withholding something good from you. 
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The command of God is harsh and stringent. It constricts life. The implication is that 

God does not want Eve to obtain a wholesome and well-rounded life. 

It never hurt anybody to live the good life. 

Obedience to God is too confining, too limiting. Eve, you want to be a woman in the 

know. Strive for this knowledge, you deserve it. 

Sin always appeals to the senses, feelings, 3:6. 

Her senses begin to control her, not Godôs precepts. 

Satan temped Christ in areas of his senses, Matthew 4:1-11! 

She sees the tree in a way she had never seen it before. 

God gave us senses, desires 

No desire in itself is wrong. 

Satan simply tempts you to enjoy your desire in a way that God has 
prohibited. 

God wants you to enjoy him more than his gifts. 

Throughout the Scriptures, every time senses and feelings are in the driver’s 

seat, sin results. 

What she did not see. 

She did not see the abomination of sin, the horribleness of evil, the catastrophic 

consequences of disobedience. 

Satan was partly right, 3:5 

She did for the first time in her life know good from evil by experience. 

It brought shame and embarrassment. 

It brought alienation from God, not “God likeness.” 

It brought enmity between the man and woman. 

It effects vertical and horizontal relationships. 

None of us sins in a vacuum.  The rock in the water. 

It did bring short-lived pleasure, but also long term consequences. 

It brought blameshifting. 

Finger pointing 
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You 

Your kids 

It brought a moment of pleasure. It also brought a lifetime of sorrow. 

God wants you to be like Moses, Hebrews 11:24-25 

He chose to suffer affliction rather than enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season. 

The most important matter was pleasing his creator and focusing on the eternal. 


