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God Made the World with Restrictions 

Pillars of Truth, Genesis 1-3 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wM8NJGv8muU 

A knight rides up to a king carrying a dragon's head. He asks for his reward. A jester opens up a chest that 
contains a thank you card. When the knight asks if that's all, the king responds by quickly reading off of a large 
scroll. The terms read list that a minimum of four dragons slain and their tails must be returned to ensure that it 
was a dragon and not a large lizard. After reading the list the king announces that he has qualified to marry his 
daughter, who is of questionable beauty. 

We often see restrictions like this: Fine print that causes loss of some pleasure or reward. They deprive us of 
something we’ve earned or think we have coming. And in this fallen world of deceit and hypocrisy, these are 
sometimes correct observations. But God wants you to see that in his wisdom, he created a world where his 
restrictions were wise and good. 

God saw his creation was very good 

Genesis 1:31 

God made everything in wisdom 

2 But God made the earth by his power; he founded the world by his wisdom and stretched out the heavens by 
his understanding. 13 When he thunders, the waters in the heavens roar; he makes clouds rise from the ends 
of the earth. He sends lightning with the rain and brings out the wind from his storehouses, Jeremiah 10:6-13 

24 
How many are your works, O LORD! In wisdom you made them all; the earth is full of your creatures, Psalm 104:24 

Romans 11:33-36 

Godôs program for the ages was wise and based upon his infinite knowledge of 

options, 11:33a 

None of us can figure it out or understand completely why he did what he did, 

11:33b, 11:34a 

If you donôt understand, God isnôt interested in your opinions 

God is not interested in your perspective on his plan, 11:34c 

There are no suggestion boxes in heaven, God doesnôt take public opinion 

polls. He isnôt running for president, he wonôt be hiring an image consultant. 

A young man came to me after 9/11 and told me he couldnôt trust a god who 

would allow something like that to happen. 

God does not ñowe you one,ò 11:35. 

This world is not about you, it is about him, 11:36 

You bear his image, not the other way around.  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wM8NJGv8muU
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It is a glorious privilege to represent your creator and his interests in this 

world. 

Present your bodies to this wise God. It is your reasonable service, Rom 
12:1-2 

It is a solemn duty to represent your creator and his interests in this world.  

ñIôm mad at Godò is a foolish attitude. 

I did this for God, and look what it got me. 

I prayed that God would make my wife love me, my kids be good, my grandma 

healthy. 

I served God in my church, and it went through an ugly split. 

If I were Godé 

Be afraid! 
22 

Should you not fear me?” declares the LORD. “Should you not tremble in my presence? I made the sand a boundary for 

the sea, an everlasting barrier it cannot cross. The waves may roll, but they cannot prevail; they may roar, but they cannot 

cross it. 
23 

But these people have stubborn and rebellious hearts; they have turned aside and gone away. 
24 

They do not say to 

themselves, „Let us fear the LORD our God, who gives autumn and spring rains in season, who assures us of the regular 

weeks of harvest.‟ 
25 

Your wrongdoings have kept these away; your sins have deprived you of good. Jeremiah 5:22-25 

 
6 
No one is like you, O LORD; you are great, and your name is mighty in power. 

7
 Who should not revere you, O 

King of the nations? This is your due. Among all the wise men of the nations and in all their kingdoms, there is 

no one like you. 8 They are all senseless and foolish; they are taught by worthless wooden idols. …10 But the 

LORD is the true God; he is the living God, the eternal King. When he is angry, the earth trembles; the nations 

cannot endure his wrath, Jeremiah 10:6-10 

God put one restriction on Adam and Eve 

Genesis 2:15-17 

Was that bad? 

It was good and wise that he did what he did. 

Restrictions are not bad, they are good 

God is good to not give you everything you want 

It is good you donôt get everything you want 

There are two kinds of restrictions 

Biblical principles 

Donôt lie, donôt commit adultery, obey your parents 

Restrictions of divine providence, some restricted items are attractive. 
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God providentially doesnôt give you what you want 

The grades you want, the friends you want, the parents you want, 
the health you want, the spouse you want, the job you want 

God doesnôt answer all your prayers the way you want 

God is good to not give you everything you want 

It is good you donôt get everything you want 

God in his providence allowance 

God has often used human sin to accomplish his will and bring glory to 
himself, never excusing the sin itself 

The crucifixion of Christ, Acts 4:27, 28 et al 

Joseph being sold into slavery, Gen 

So what? 

You will never be content with what you want until you are content 
with what you have. 

You need to see that God is a good God to place restrictions on your 
life. 

Donôt fight Godôs restrictions, yield and submit to them. 

You need to repent of your self-centered attitudes and behavior. 

Trust a wise God who loves his redeemed too much to give them everything they 

want. 

You will never find joy until you find it in your creatorôs purpose for 
you. 

Surrender to Godôs purpose for you. 


