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Back to the Future: The New Heaven, New Earth and New Hearts 

 

The old earth and heaven were gone, 20:11 

“Fled,” “pictures a sudden and violent termination of the physical 
universe”1 and offers another perspective of 2 Peter 3:7, 10-13. 

The exit of the old creation aligns with the consistent teaching of the 
temporality of matter in both the OT (Ps 97:5; 102:25-26; Isa 51:5) and 
the NT (Matt 24:35; Mark 13:31; Luke 16:17; 21:33; Heb 1:10-12; 2 Peter 
3:10)2 

Alludes to Isa 65:17; 66:22; Psalm 102:25-26; Isaiah 51:6 Rom 8:19-22; Acts 

3:21; Matt 19:28 Psalm 102:25,26; Isa 34:4; 51:6; Matt 24:35; 2 Peter 3:7, 

10:13 

Why? A place were it was tainted by sin and corruption 

The new heaven and new earth are introduced, 21:1-8 

And I saw; 21:1a …cf 20:11 

Earth and Heaven flee, new heaven and earth 

Is it a complete destruction and re-creation, or a renovation of the old? Scholars 

debate it. 

Huge contrast one from the other. 

Hell, new things 

No more sea, 21:1c 

I saw, 21:2 

The new Jerusalem coming down prepared 

As a bride dressed for her husband 

“The figure of a bride-city captures two characteristics of the new Jerusalem: God’s personal 

relationship with his people, and the life of the people in communion with him.”
3
 

I heard, 21:3 

                                                           
1 Thomas, Revelation 8-22, p. 429. 
2 Robertson, Word Pictures, 6:463, cited in Thomas, Revelation 8-22, p. 430. 
3
 Thomas, Revelation 8-22, p. 442. 
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About the 20
th

 time John heard a loud voice 

Loudness emphasizes the importance 

1. Now the dwelling (tabernacle) of God is with men 

It is the fulfillment of Godôs promises to his people (Lev 26:11,12; Jer 24:7; 
30:22; 31:1,33; Ezek 37:27; 48:35; Zech 2:10; 8:8; 2 Cor 6:16) 

2. He will live with them 

3. They will be his people 

God promised in Abraham all peoples would be blessed (Gen 12:1,2; Gal 
3:8, 16, 26-29; John 10:16)  

4. God himself will be with them 

Immanuel 

5. And be their God 

Speaks of the joy of eternal fellowship with oneôs  creator, like before the 
fall, but better 

The changes from the old earth 

Tears caused by the grief and pain of the old order of things are forever gone, 21:4d 

No more deathé it was forever destroyed, 20:14 

Sorrowé mourning from death 

Crying é 

Pain 

Physical pain 

God is making all things new, 21:5 

He made our hearts new, 2 Cor 5:17 

Circumstances and surroundings will now be all new 

These are absolutely trustworthy and true statements 

The changes are permanent and forever 

The changes are at once and forever done, 21:6 
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Alpha and Omega 

Represent Godôs absolute control over all things from beginning to end. What he 

started at the dawn of creation centuries ago he will bring to fruition.  

The picture of “give to drink” is of complete satisfaction and 
fulfillment. 

The importance of being an overcomer, 21:7 

Is one saved by works? Of course not, but one sign that one is saved 
is that he is an overcomer. 

God will be God to those whose lives are characterized by overcoming 
(sin, temptation, fear…). They have faced some of the following 
temptations and have proven the genuineness of their transforming 
faith by overcoming the below temptations. Not perfectly, not 100% of 
the time, but they are characterized as being overcomers 

The problem in not being an overcomer, 21:8 

Cowardly…people who fear people, (people who fear man’s 
displeasure m ore than God’s) suffering, in the  face of persecution. 
See Hebrews 10:38-39; Mark 8:35. 

Unbelieving… unfaithful…they break their loyalty to Christ… here 
professing believers who deny Christ. 

Have you ever had a ñPeterò moment? Probably, but Peter grew and went on and 

grew in that moment. 

Vile…not a single detestable act, but persons who have allowed their 
very natures to be permeated with the abominations they practiced 
throughout their lifetimes. 

Murderers 

They love only their own lives 

Sexually immoral, see 1 Cor 5:10,11 

They find pleasure in that which God prohibits 

Those who practice magic arts, sorcery 
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Seek another power other than God 

Idolatry, Eph 5:5 

Worship another God other than the one in the Bible 

Liars, anyone who does not love the truth like God. 

God is a truth loveré 

People who are unregenerate, they have never been 
changed, will love that witch God hates and hate that 
which God loves. 

They would be very uncomfortable in heaven with God. 

But those who have demonstrated the genuineness of their salvation 
by overcoming (a process) are the ones who will enjoy their God 
forever. 


