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The God of Genesis 1-3: God is the Creator-Owner 

 

What does Genesis 1:1 say? 

In the beginning 

Not “When God began to create…”     

Some versions translate the text that way 

Technically, yes, it could be translated that way, but it also could be translated exactly 

the way the NIV and KJV have done so. The background along with other passages 

tells us. 

The absolute beginning of all things 

Exodus 20:11 

11
 For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in 

them, but he rested on the seventh day.  

All that is was created in six literal days 

No gap, no pre-created world… 

The words ñformless and emptyò donôt always refer to judgment 

1. Day one, step one God created spirit beings, angels, Job 38:4-7 

2. Day one, step two God created an unformed and unfilled earth, Genesis 1:2a 

3. Day one, step three, God created light, 1:3-5 

God 

The supreme, eternal (Deut 33:27; 1 Tim 1:17), all wise (Romans 11:33; Jeremiah 10:12), 

all powerful (Psalm 89:8, 13; Isa 40:28; Jer 32:17) Lord Sovereign (Isa 14:24-27; Psalm 

115:3; Psalm 33:10,11) over his creation; Jeremiah 10: 6-13 

27 
The eternal God is your refuge, and underneath are the everlasting arms, Deut 

33:27. 

12
 But God made the earth by his power; he founded the world by his wisdom and 

stretched out the heavens by his understanding, Jeremiah 10:12.  

17 Ah, Sovereign LORD, you have made the heavens and the earth by your great 

power and outstretched arm. Nothing is too hard for you, Jeremiah 32:17. 
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3 
Our God is in heaven; he does whatever pleases him, Psalms 115:3. 

Created 

The Hebrew word, barah, in the Bible is only used with God as the subject. The word is 

used of “the production of something that is fundamentally new… …we are dealing here 

with the fact of absolute creation.” 

3 
By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God’s command, so that 

what is seen was not made out of what was visible, Hebrews 11:3. 

God made all that exists out of nothing…he spoke it into existence… 

6 
By the word of the LORD were the heavens made, their starry host by the breath of 

his mouth. … 
9 
For he spoke, and it came to be; he commanded, and it stood firm, 

Psalm 33:6, 9. 

The heaven and the hearth 

“Heaven” means all that is not of earth, there is no word for “universe” in the Hebrew, 

this word in context approximates that word. 

“Earth” means our home planet and all that is in it and on it 

16 
For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and 

invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created 

by him and for him, Col 1:16. 

God made man in Godôs image, Genesis 1:26-27 

The ancient orient shows us with ever increasing clarity that the purpose and function of 

an image consists in representing someone. The king had his image set up in the remote 

provinces of his empire which he could not visit in person. …its intended meaning is that 

man, as an image-bearer, is the representative of God, his Creator. He derived this 

capacity from God who created him, placed him, and assigned his role. Man, as an image 

of God, is God's vice-regent upon the earth--"vice-king of the earth," if you will! 

Godôs plan for his creation was a wise plan. 

12 
But God made the earth by his power; he founded the world by his wisdom and 

stretched out the heavens by his understanding, Jeremiah 10:12 

24 How many are your works, O LORD! In wisdom you made them all; the earth is full of 

your creatures, Psalm 104: 24 

33
 Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable his 

judgments, and his paths beyond tracing out! 
34 

“Who has known the mind of the Lord? 

Or who has been his counselor?” 
35

 “Who has ever given to God, that God should repay 
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him?” 
36

 For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be the glory 

forever! Amen, Romans 11:33-36. 

So What? 

It is Godôs World 

He made all things for his glory 

He is in control of sickness, disease, tragedy. 

11 The LORD said to him, “Who gave man his mouth? Who makes him deaf or mute? 

Who gives him sight or makes him blind? Is it not I, the LORD, Exodus 4:11?  

I am the LORD, and there is no other. 
7 

I form the light and create darkness, I bring 

prosperity and create disaster; I, the LORD, do all these things, Isaiah 45:6b,7. 

You bear your creatorôs image 

You and I were created to be our creator/owner‟s representatives. You were created to 

represent his interests, his greatness, to put his “spin” on all that is discovered and on all 

that happens. 

You were made to find joy in so doing. 

God is your king. 

6 No one is like you, O LORD; you are great, and your name is mighty in power. 7 Who should not 

revere you, O King of the nations? This is your due. Among all the wise men of the nations and in 

all their kingdoms, there is no one like you. 10 But the LORD is the true God; he is the living God, 

the eternal King. When he is angry, the earth trembles; the nations cannot endure his wrath, 

Jeremiah 10:6-10  

God is to be obeyed.  

God is to be worshipped 

The sea is his, for he made it, and his hands formed the dry land. 
6 
Come, let us bow down 

in worship, let us kneel before the LORD our Maker; 
7 
for he is our God and we are the 

people of his pasture, the flock under his care, Psalm 95:5-7. 

…all things were created by him and for him, Col 1:16. 

God is to be feared. 

7
 Who should not revere you, O King of the nations? This is your due. Among all the wise 

men of the nations and in all their kingdoms, there is no one like you, Jeremiah 10:7. 
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22 
Should you not fear me?” declares the LORD. “Should you not tremble in my presence? 

I made the sand a boundary for the sea, an everlasting barrier it cannot cross. The waves 

may roll, but they cannot prevail; they may roar, but they cannot cross it. 
23 

But these 

people have stubborn and rebellious hearts; they have turned aside and gone away. 
24 

They do not say to themselves, „Let us fear the LORD our God, who gives autumn and 

spring rains in season, who assures us of the regular weeks of harvest,‟  Jeremiah 5:22-24. 

6 
By the word of the LORD were the heavens made, their starry host by the breath of his 

mouth. 
7 
He gathers the waters of the sea into jars; he puts the deep into storehouses. 

8 
Let 

all the earth fear the LORD; let all the people of the world revere him. 
9 

For he spoke, and 

it came to be; he commanded, and it stood firm, Psalm 33:6-9. 

10 
But the LORD is the true God; he is the living God, the eternal King. When he is angry, the 

earth trembles; the nations cannot endure his wrath, Jeremiah 10:10. 

God is tender-hearted toward his creation 

The LORD is faithful to all his promises and loving toward all he has made. 
14 

The LORD 

upholds all those who fall and lifts up all who are bowed down, Psalm 145:13b-14. 

13 
As a father has compassion on his children, so the LORD has compassion on those who 

fear him; 
14 

for he knows how we are formed, he remembers that we are dust, Psalm 103: 

13, 14. 

You have violated your purpose for existence. 

God is angry about that 

“whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God’s wrath remains on him,” John 

3:36 

God, in his love, has provided a remedy for that 

16 
“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 

believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 
17 

For God did not send his Son 

into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him, John 3:16, 

17. 

You donôt break Godôs commands, you donôt thwart his program. 

You break yourself against them. You end up being thwarted. 

God commands all peoples everywhere to repent, Acts 17:24-31. 


